II.                   IDEALS FOR SOCIETY                 III

Society of Friends1. In the present day the effort
to found a pacifist organisation for the whole world
would give rise to many political objections. It is
not likely to furnish rallying-ground for all who call
themselves Christians; indeed it has the character-
istics of a dividing force. Although it is not dis-
tinctively Christian, since it has not the direct
authority of Christ himself, and has close affinity
with the teaching of Buddha, its adherents insist
that it is the only true Christianity; and they are
ready to condemn all Christian men of past ages as
untrue to their principles, because they did not hold
it. This is not the spirit which is most likely to
promote the re-union of Christians in the present
day.

A This humanitarian ideal for Society and the
' world, even though it be expressed in Chris-
tian phraseology, can never satisfy those who are
mainly concerned about fostering personal religion
in themselves and in others. Humanitarians ac-
cept part of Christ's teaching and use it to bolster
up their systems; but they miss the stimulus which
comes from taking Christ as their Master, and from
finding a constant inspiration in His life. His dis-
ciples believe that Christ has opened up a way by
which men may enter personally into communion
with God and share His thoughts, so as to con-
sciously guide themselves by His Will; His dis-
ciples feel that it should be the aim of every human
1 Cunningham, Christianity and Politics, pp. 4, 5.